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SUBJECT: SOVIET EMBASSY PROTEST POST EDITORIAL 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF APRIL 17 WASHINGTON POST EDITOR 
IAL PROTESTED BY SOVIET EMBASSY PRESS COUNSELOR KAMANEV 
APRIL 20. 

2. QUOTE DIPLOMATIC HOSTAGES AND DETENTE. THE PREDICA- 
MENT OF SOVIET AND AMERICAN DIPLOMATS WORKING IN EACH 
OTHER S COUNTRY THESE DAYS REFLECTS ALL TOO ACCURATELY 
THE SOURED STATE OF 'DETENTE." BECAUSE OF CONTINUING 
STARK SOVIET RESTRICTIONS ON SOVIET JEWS, A FEW AMERICAN 
JEWS HAVE ADOPTED CRIMINAL TERROR TACTICS AGAINST SOVIET 
DIPLOMATS IN NEW YORK-TO THE POINT OF FIRING INTO 
APARTMENTS OCCUPIED BY CHILDREN. THE NEW YORK POLICE 
AND OTHER AUTHORITIES HAVE APPLIED EXTRAORDINARY DILI- 
GENCE TO THE TASK OF SAFEGUARDING THE DIPLOMATS, BUT WITH 
LESS THAN TOTAL SUCCESS. AS A RESULT, THE KREMLIN HAS 
UNDERTAKEN A CAMPAIGN OF PHONE THREATS, BOMB SCARES AND 
PHYSICAL INTIMIDATION AGAINST AMERICAN DIPLOMATS IN 
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MOSCOW. DAILY LIFE FOR THE TWO DIPLOMATIC COMMUNITIES 
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COULD SCARCELY BE MORE GRIM. 

IT GOES WITHOUT SAYING THAT DIPLOMATS OF ALL NATIONS MUST 

BE PERSONALLY IMMUNE FROM ALL SUCH THREATS AND HOSTILE 
ACTS. NO MEASURE OF POLITICAL DISAGREEMENT JUSTIFIES 
HOLDING DIPLOMATS HOSTAGE TO THEIR GOVERNMENTS' 

POLICIES. THAT SAID, THERE IS A GLARING DIFFERENCE IN 
THE TWO SITUATIONS. THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT IS TRYING 
TO UPHOLD THE LAW AND BRING TO ACCOUNT THE PERPETRATORS 
OF ANTI-SOVIET CRIMES IN NEW YORK. THE SOVIET GOVERN- 
MENT IS ITSELF BREAKING THE LAW AND DISHONORING ITS 
INTERNATIONAL DUTY BY CONDUCTING ORGANIZED HARASSMENT OF 
AMERICANS IN MOSCOW. A MONTH AGO, IN REGARD TO COMPLAIN- 
TS OF AMERICANS THERE THAT THEY WERE BEING EXPOSED TO 
DANGEROUS RADIATION FROM SOVIET SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT, 
THE QUESTION WAS RAISED WHETHER THE UNITED STATES 
OUGHT TO GIVE SOVIET DIPLOMATS IN WASHINGTON A SIMILAR 
DOSE. THE ANSWER, QUITE PROPERLY, WAS NO. OTHER, 

LEGAL FORMS OF RECIPROCAL TREATMENT-SUCH AS WITHDRAWAL 
BY AMERICANS FROM ALL BUT THE MOST FORMAL ESSENTIAL 
CONTACTS WITH SOVIET DIPLOMATS-WOULD BE MUCH MORE 
APPROPRIATE. BUT THAT ONLY POINTS UP THE TRULY UGLY 
NATURE OF THE KREMLIN'S CONDUCT IN THESE AFFAIRS. IT 
OUGHT TO BE WIDELY CONDEMNED. 

NO LESS WORTHY OF CONDEMNATION, HOWEVER, ARE THE ASSAULTS 
BY MILITANT JEWS IN NEW YORK. THEY ARE DOING A GOOD 
DEAL MORE THAN BREAKING THE LAW, UNDERCUTTING THE 
HOSPITALITY THE UNITED STATES OWES FOREIGN DIPLOMATS 
AND PROVIDING A PRETEXT FOR SOVIET COUNTERMEASURES 
AGAINST AMERICAN DIPLOMATS. THEY ARE ALSO ALARMING THE 
VERY PEOPLE, SOVIET JEWS, WHOSE CAUSE THEY PROFESS TO 
ESPOUSE. JEWS IN MOSCOW HAVE ALREADY RELAYED THEIR 
CRITICISM OF THE LIKES OF THE "JEWISH ARMED RESISTANCE," 
PROTESTING ON PRINCIPLE AGAINST THE USE OF TERROR AND 
NOTING THAT THE KREMLIN MIGHT USE THE PROVOCATION AS 
GROUNDS FOR A FURTHER CRACKDOWN ON SOVIET JEWS. 

THE BASIC SOURCE OF THIS TENSION REMAINS THE SOVIET 
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UNION'S REFUSAL TO RESPECT THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF ITS 
CITIZENRY, IN THIS CASE, THE RIGHTS OF JEWS. IF ANY- 
THING IS CLEAR FROM THE RECENT YEARS OF CLOSE FOREIGN 
ATTENTION TO THE MATTER, HOWEVER, IT IS THAT TACTICS 
MEANT TO RELIEVE SOVIET CITIZENS MUST BE CAREFULLY 
DESIGNED AND EXECUTED. RECENT WELL-INTENTIONED 
EFFORTS TO USE ECONOMIC LEVERAGE TO PROMOTE JEWISH 
EMIGRATION, FOR INSTANCE, ENDED UP CONTRIBUTING TO A 
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SHARP DROP IN EMIGRATION, A STALEMATE IN TRADE, AND A 
DETERIORATION OF ATMOSPHERE WHICH PLAYED BACK 
NEGATIVELY INTO STILL OTHER SOVIET- AMERICAN PROJECTS. 

WE ARE NOT SURE HOW TO RESTORE THE GENERALLY MORE 

POSITIVE CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH EMIGRATION, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, GREW IN 1973-74. WE ARE CONFIDENT, THOUGH, THAT 
THE WAY NOT TO DO IT IS TO FIRE BULLETS INTO THE 
APARTMENTS OF SOVIET DIPLOMATS IN NEW YORK. END QUOTE. 

ROBINSON 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, DIPLOMATIC PROTESTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 21 APR 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ShawDG 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE095994 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: RLBARRY:MB 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7601 50-0381 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760438/aaaabgdz.tel 

Line Count: 125 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <05 MAY 2004 by CollinP0>; APPROVED <02 SEP 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SOVIET EMBASSY PROTEST POST EDITORIAL 
TAGS: PFOR, UR, US, WASHINGTON POST 
To: MOSCOW LENINGRAD 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



